












 

SAND & GRAVEL GENERAL PERMIT 
MODIFICATION HEARING - 1/25/2006 

 
 
Let the record show that it is 2:51 pm on January 25, 2006, and this public hearing is being held 
at the Ecology HQ building, 300 Desmond Dr, Lacey, WA in auditorium room 32.  The primary 
purpose of this hearing is to receive comments on the proposed modification of the Sand & 
Gravel General Permit.  The legal notice of this permit, excuse me, the legal notice of this 
hearing was published in the WA State register, issue #05-24-123 on Dec. 21, 2005.  
Approximately 700 permit holders & other interested parties were directly mailed notice of the 
public hearing.  In addition, Ecology mailed out a press release statewide to media outlets 
informing them of the public hearing.  Since this is a permit modification, Ecology will only be 
accepting & responding to comments that concern to the proposed modification changes.  Ok, at 
this point & time, the sign-in sheets indicated no one wanted to provide testimony, but we do 
have a gentleman who has changed his mind, so if you would please come up, state your name & 
address for the record, and please begin your testimony sir. 
 
My name is Christopher Ott.  I work for the city of Tacoma, WA.  The business address is 2324 
So. C Street, Tacoma, WA 98402, and my comment has to do with special condition #S10D, 
regarding erosion & sediment control inspections, in which it says that the annual inspection may 
be done by a certified professional erosion & sediment control, and my comment is that if I’m 
correct, the Western WA Stormwater Manual allows for a certification as a certified erosion & 
sediment control lead, as opposed to the certified professional in erosion & sediment control, 
which, again if I’m not mistaken, is only available through a private company, that tests for that 
certification, that they are happy to take $50 a year to renew.  That’s my comment. 
 
OK, thank you.  Ok, does anyone else have any comments or questions that they would like 
addressed, as part of the public record?  No?  Ok.  All of the testimony that we just received at 
the hearing, as well as any written comments that we will be receiving are part of the official 
record of this proposal, and as Bill had mentioned earlier, they will receive equal weight in the 
decision making process.  The public comment period ends on January 31, 2006.  Over there on 
the table is the public hearing notice Sand & Gravel Permit & on that are some addresses.  
Written comments must be received by 5:00 pm on January 31.  Please submit your written 
comments, and the addresses are here, but I will also read them off, too.  Sand & Gravel General 
Permit modification, Water Quality Program, Dept. of Ecology, PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA  
98504-7600.  You may also submit comments by email to, and this is all one word, 
sandandgravel_comments@ecy.wa.gov.  You may also send comments via the fax to area code 
360 407-6426, and please if you use the fax, be very very careful when you put that number in, 
because my phone number is one digit off and sometimes I get some really interesting blurps & 
bleeps that come through, and got folks talking.  All of the oral & written comments received are 
going to be put in a document called the response to comments summary, and as I said earlier, 
that document will state Ecology’s official position on the concerns that were raised during the 
public comment period.  This document will automatically be mailed out to everyone who 
provided oral or written testimony.  It’s my understanding that it will also be put on the web page 
once it has been complete.  Ecology is expecting to issue the permit by March 31, 2006.  The 
response to comments summary will be mailed along with a copy of the modified permit.  If 
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Ecology believes that the comments received, either in writing or any oral testimony that we’ve 
received could substantially change the scope or conditions within the original draft permit, then 
another public notice of draft & comment period may be necessary which could result in a delay 
in issuing the permit coverage.  The ultimate decision to issue the permit will be made by the 
Water Quality Program Manager, who is Dave Peeler.  On behalf of the Dept. of Ecology, thank 
you for coming to our very short public hearing.  We appreciate your time and comments.  This 
hearing is adjourned at 3:56.  Thank you. 
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